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Good News from  

Celebration Sunday 

 

For Sunday service March  17, Carl Wittenberg 

led us through a celebration of the good work of 

our busy volunteers. One by one, members and 

friends representing each of many dozens of 

UUCSF activities, brought an object to the front of 

the sanctuary symbolizing their group’s efforts.  

Each said a word about what that activity meant 

for them and then placed the object in our boat. 

Examples included a rudder for the Board, a 

drawing for the Art Committee, a watering can for 

our gardens, a bottle of spaghetti sauce for the food 

pantry, a bar of soap for Maureen’s Haven, paper 

dolls for our Nominating committee, tin cans on a 

string for our neighborhood groups, maintenance, 

religious education, the newsletter, Qi Gong, the 

coffee house, Winter Solstice, the treasurer, care-

givers, everyone was represented. 

And, incidentally, we asked for pledges. We 

received over two thirds of all the pledges for the 

upcoming fiscal year which begins in July. We are 

well on the way to another robust year. Call me or 

email me if you need a pledge form. (631-725-0450 

or mpotter@optonline.net). 

 

Mark Potter 

Hospitality Soup 

Jeanne Wisner, back to the camera, of the Fellow-

ship Committee has been serving her soup after ser-

vice for the last few Sundays. She calls it a fun ex-

periment that we will probably see again. 

Conversations with the Board:  

a Congregational Budget Hearing 
 

Mark your calendar for Sunday April 28. This 

year we’re opening the budgeting process to the 

congregation before the annual meeting. On April 

28, in a meeting after service you’ll see all the re-

quests for spending by the  committees and the 

other areas where we spend money (such as ad-

ministration and our minister’s compensation), 

alongside our best estimates of expected income, 

again in the various categories (such as pledges, 

building rentals, events). We expect that the sum of 

spending requests will exceed anticipated income, 

and we will have some difficult choices. The board 

is asking for your input on where and how to close 

the gap as it develops its budget proposal to the 

congregation, which will be voted upon in the usual 

manner, at the annual meeting in June. 

 

John Andrews 
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Thoughts … from Alison  

 

      Back in the 

early 1970s, the 

UU congregation 

my family at-

tended was one of 

the field test sites 

for the then brand-

new human sexu-

ality curriculum, 

About Your Sexu-

ality (AYS). The 

UUA had devel-

oped this ground-

breaking course for junior high youth with high 

hopes, and no small amount of controversy. The 

much admired, and maligned, filmstrips included 

photographs of real people doing, well, real things, 

and the content of the lessons was equally frank 

and forthright.  Unfortunately, for reasons I’ll likely 

never know, I wasn’t enrolled in that pioneering 

class. What a pity! 

Like many of you, I’m sure, I stumbled through 

adolescence with too little information, but plenty 

of wariness and embarrassment.  But as a young 

adult, I was fortunate to land in another UU congre-

gation where, much to my surprise, I found the 

AYS course offered for adults.  Not missing my 

second chance, I signed on – and discovered that 

learning about the beauty of human sexuality which 

has been gifted to us to express love, generate new 

life, and to give and receive pleasure greatly en-

hanced my life, and my relationships.  And once 

the class was over, I signed on for training so that I 

could lead AYS for a generation of teens.  I wanted 

to give them what I had missed, and I thoroughly 

enjoyed those years of teaching.  I even briefly con-

sidered the idea of becoming a health educator, fo-

cusing on sexual health and education, and I have a 

year’s worth of graduate study to show for it. 

Some of this history came tumbling back to me 

last week when I attended a two-day workshop for 

our area’s UU ministers offered by the Religious 

Institute on Sexual Morality, Justice and Healing 

(www.religiousinstitute.org).  The Rev. Debra 

Haffner led us through a number of conversations 

We honor every individual’s search for truth and meaning. 

which explored not only what our congregations 

have done well in this area, celebrating the good-

ness of our bodies and sexuality, but also the role of 

faith institutions to, in her words, “see, hear and 

respond to the suffering caused by sexual abuse and 

violence against women and lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender persons, the HIV pandemic, unsus-

tainable population growth and over-consumption, 

and the commercial exploitation of sexuality.” The 

workshop was both thoughtful and sobering as we 

contemplated the damage wrought on individuals, 

families and communities through neglect, abuse 

and exploitation. 

As I reflected on my own history, I found my-

self grateful for the safety of the UU communities 

where I have found havens for learning, healing 

and celebrating.  But I also remembered times 

when I wished my UU congregation had been 

healthier, more truthful, and even proactive around 

issues of sexuality.  And, I started thinking of what 

we have done well at the UUCSF, affirming and 

promoting good practices such as helping our youth 

attend Our Whole Lives (the successor to AYS), 

becoming a Welcoming Congregation to people of 

all orientations, and hosting two productions of The 

Vagina Monologues. 

Yet we still have a long way to go to be a reli-

gious community which offers both openness and 

safety for all. It is to that end that our Board and 

Religious Exploration Team have been working on 

a Safe Congregation Policy, as well as policies to 

ensure healthy and respectful behavior on the part 

of all who call the UUCSF their spiritual home.  On 

Sunday, May 5, after our service, we’ll have a Con-

gregational Conversation about these proposals, to 

hear from you about your priorities, and to take the 

next step toward truly embracing our collective 

hope as a spiritual community: when it comes to 

human sexuality, we truly honor the inherent worth 

and dignity of every person, and affirm and pro-

mote justice, equity and compassion for all. 

 

Blessings, 
 

Alison 

http://www.religiousinstitute.org/
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New Zealand was never haunted by slavery, and it 

had no Civil War. They were also the first nation to 

give women the right to vote. 

New Zealanders are addicted to outdoor activi-

ties. It is quite common to see ordinary-looking 

folks, not just super-athletes, out hiking, running, 

biking, and kayaking. They seemed to us, on the 

whole, happier than Americans. It may be no coin-

cidence that although New Zealand—particularly 

the Auckland metropolis—is becoming more ethni-

cally diverse, we experienced no feeling of xeno-

phobia or religious conflict. 

In imagining Middle-earth, J.R.R. Tolkien con-

ceived of The Shire as a place where life proceeded 

harmoniously, even as evil was breaking out all 

around it. That’s how New Zealand seemed to us. If 

so, then it wasn’t just the scenery that made New 

Zealand an appropriate place to translate his work 

into film. 

 

Peace, 

John Andrews 

We act against exclusion, oppression and violence.. 

President’s Letter: Thoughts 

from Middle-Earth 
 

After a month in New Zealand, I am struck by 

both the similarities and the contrasts between that 

small island nation and our own country. Small, of 

course, is a relative term. New Zealand is similar to 

the state of Colorado in both area and population. 

My wife, Carol, and I experienced much vari-

ety, from the urbanity of Auckland, a city of 1.5 

million people on the North Island, to the sparsely 

populated South Island, where sheep, cows, and 

even farmed deer outnumber people. We hiked 

along rugged coastlines and over mountain passes. 

We stayed in several New Zealand homes and 

walked hiking trails in company with both New 

Zealanders and visitors from foreign lands. 

We experienced no culture shock here. They 

speak English, after all, though they lengthen their 

short e’s, so that “pets” sounds like “peets” and 

“weather” like “weether.” Their economy is as de-

veloped as ours, the main difference being that food 

and fuel costs are generally higher.  Gas for our 

rental car came to about $8 a gallon. They do have 

the peculiar habit of driving on the left side of the 

road. It’s amazing how quickly one adjusts to that. 

But the differences between New Zealand and 

America are perhaps more interesting. For one 

thing, New Zealand is much more a middle-class 

country. We saw little evidence of either poverty or 

extreme wealth. Of course New Zealand has people 

with money, but they don’t seem to flaunt their 

good fortune the way so many do here. Political 

issues are far less strident than here. They do have 

political parties, but at least from listening to New 

Zealanders and reading their newspapers, they 

don’t seem to be at each other’s throats. We had the 

feeling of a moderately liberal consensus, with little 

evidence of extremism on either the right or the 

left. 

Maybe this is because New Zealand’s history is 

much less violent than our own. The treatment of 

the indigenous Maori by the rapidly expanding 

European population, though by no means perfectly 

just (particularly from the Maori point of view) was 

orders of magnitude better than what European set-

tlers did to our own Native Americans. Then, too, 
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April Service Calendar. 

Service Date Greeters Hospitality 

April 7 
McCabe,  

T. Murphy 
Wisner, Liso 

April 15 Krinke, Truitt Wittenbergs 

April 21 Holsteins 
Curran,  

Thurman 

April 28 
Dalsimer,  

Littman 
Trunzo 

May 5 Hoenigs 
Littman,  

Jackson 

April 14 

The Four Great Vows of a Bodhisattva -  

Hope in Zen 

Michel Engu Dobbs, with Worship Associate 

Sue Penny 

Megan Chaskey, Musician 

An open investigation of how the four great vows 

of a Bodhisattva - "Creations are numberless, I vow 

to free them; Delusions are inexhaustible, I vow to 

transform them; Reality is boundless, I vow to per-

ceive it; The enlightened way is unsurpassable, I 

vow to embody it" - inform Zen practice.   

  

April 21 

Earth Day 

Ken Ettlinger,  

with Worship Associate Kent Martin 

Abby Fleming, Musician 

The "State of the World" on this Earth Day, 2013 is 

not well. Ken Ettlinger will discuss the life chang-

ing issues we face as inhabitants on this planet. In 

spite of the magnitude and complexity of those 

problems, we find that our Unitarian Universalist 

community continues to sow seeds as if there were 

an invincible summer. That could be our greatest 

hope 

  

April 28 

The Tree of Life 

Rev. Alison Cornish, with Worship Associates 

Pat Gorman and Tuna Flores 

Peter Weiss, Musician 

There is perhaps no greater sign of hope than the 

planting of a tree, the fullness of which is rarely 

manifest in a single human lifetime. How can the 

very real act of planting trees bring hope into the 

whole of our lives?  

  

May 5 

Stories of Faith 

Rev. Alison Cornish 

Abby Fleming, Musician 

As we turn the corner to May, the second of our 

"unseen guests," faith, joins us.  This morning we 

take a look at some stories about faith which help 

make the invisible, visible. 

Should you need to arrange a substitute, please no-

tify Kathleen Furey, administrator, of the change 

you have made. 631-537-0132 

Upcoming Events 
Unless otherwise noted, events are at the meeting-

house, open to all comers, and free of charge. 

 

Saturday April 6, 9 am -1 pm 

Harvest the Power at First Universalist Church, 

Southold  
 

 

The Reverend Jim 

Macomber of Southold 

and The Reverend Al-

ison Cornish lead this 

development workshop 

for both congregations. 

 

Saturday, April 6, 3 - 5 pm 

Opening of Children’s Art Show, Part 2 

Contact Hilary Helfant 537-0212 

 

Sunday, April 7, 1:30 pm 

Memorial Service for Len Harmon 

 
 

Thursday, April 11, 7 pm 

UUCSF Council Meeting  
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We nurture the health of the earth.. 

 

Friday, April 12, 6:30 pm 

Caregivers’ Circle for congregants and others in 

the larger community who are caring for aging 

family members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday April 14, noon 

Qi Gong. Spring - a time of 

renewal. Be as flexible and 

strong as a new young 

branch with these simple 

movements and self-

massages for balance and 

healing. Free, and all are 

welcome to join the group. 

 

 
 

Sunday, April 28, noon 

Congregational Budget Hearing 

See boxed item on page 1. 
 

 

Sunday, May 5, noon 

Congregational Conversation on crafting a Safe 

Congregation Policy (See Thoughts from Alison on 

page 2.) 

 
 

Saturday, May 11, 9 am - 1 pm - Harvest the 

Power at UUCSF.  Leadership Workshop with the 

Southold congregation. 

More memories of 

Celebration Sunday 

Tom Murphy spoke of 

what he’d gained  as a 

Maureen’s Haven host. 

Sue Penny representing 

the Worship Committee. 

She added a hand mike to 

our boat. 

Alison Cornish with her tin 

cans on a string for our 

Neighborhood Groups. 

Martha Potter, chair of the 

Nominating Committee, 

brought paper dolls to rep-

resent the work of under-

standing our congregation. 
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We strive for peace in our hearts and in the world around us. 

The Green Corner:  

She lyes among the daffodils 

 

In the final days of March, a local gardener 

leads his annual walk into the past. From the Mor-

ton Preserve, north under the osprey nests, we walk 

along a peninsula that gave its name to the Noyac 

neighborhood of Sag Harbor. "Noyack" was a Shin-

necock word for point of land, and the prominent 

point of land is Jessup's Neck. 

It extends two miles into Peconic Bay, and the 

closest sign of human habitation are the houses a 

mile behind us on Noyac Bay. The entire peninsula 

is protected land, a national wildlife refuge: no 

camping or picnics, boats forbidden to land on its 

shores, closed entirely during the summer nesting 

season. We can walk here only from fall to early 

spring.  We follow a narrow beach of about half a 

mile skirting a shallow lagoon. At the end of the 

lagoon the ground rises to form a south-facing hill, 

presenting in this recreated wilderness a sight you 

would expect to find in a grand botanical garden. 

Daffodils. 

Thousands 

upon thousands 

of daffodils.  

They stand in 

multitudes as far 

as you can see, 

under the naked 

branches of the 

oaks, around the 

cedars, through 

the grass, shoul-

dering the blue-

berry shrubs and brambles from their path. 

Knowing only the daffodil bulbs I have planted, 

which bloom happily the first year then fade and 

disappear, pitiful green shoots in their third and 

later years, I marvel at this untended Eden. 

Our guide leads us through the trees to a well 

and then to a gravestone with the clear inscription: 

"Here lyes ye Body of Abigail Jessup Daughter of 

Mr Isaac & Mrs Sarah Jessup who decd in Novmbr 

1724 Aged about 11 Years." 

We can't help but speculate why they were un-

certain about her age. As I understood the times, 

families kept Bibles in which they wrote the dates 

their children were born. Perhaps they lost their Bi-

ble in a fire. Surely they could read and write. Isaac 

was the son of John Jessup a prominent early settler 

of Southampton. 

Turning to history books I find that Abigail 

probably lived on this narrow spit of land.    Jes-

sup's Neck and its nearby shores supported prosper-

ous farms in a time 100 years before farm boys like 

McCormick created machines, which made farming 

on small plots of land a difficult commercial ven-

ture. 

We would have to look back four generations to 

find someone who remembers the native bounty of 

the Peconic Bay, clams, oysters, bluefish, bass and 

menhaden in the multi-millions. Mixing ashes with 

menhaden seined from the bay, local farmers fertil-

ized their moist soils to grow a bounty of grass and 

corn for cows and pigs which they could ship to 

market alive. 

This may help explain the daffodils. Certainly 

Sarah Jessup or her mother-in-law brought the 

original bulbs. 

But with the 

help of the 

internet I find 

that in good 

soil daffodils 

readily grow 

from seed. 

Within five 

years of germi-

nating they are 

blossoming as 

boldly as their 

parents who 

also live on and split into clusters, creating a quilt 

of gold well, worth the short walk. 

 

Mark Potter 

** Note about the hike: You can find the daffo-

dils on your own any time in March. In April the 

beach closes for the piping plovers.  Joe Lane leads 

the organized hike. You will find it listed in any of 

the newspapers in March. This column’s title was 

drawn from Abigail Jessup’s epitaph.  
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Minister: the Rev. Alison Cornish 

Office hours Wed. 1-5 pm and by 

appointment 

Phone: 631-804-7850 

 

UUCSF Contact information: 

Administrator: Kathleen Furey  

631-537-0132   admin@uucsf.org  

 

 

 

 

UUCSF Board: 

President: John Andrews 

Vice President: Mark Potter 

Secretary: Myrna Truitt 

Treasurer: Imke Littman 

Sue Penny 

Margaret Pulkingham  

 

Newsletter Information:  

Deadline is the 15th of each month. E-

mail copy, photos and events to Marga-

ret Logan marlogan@optonline.net 

Please start your subject line with “UU 

newsletter”. 
 

Editor: Margaret Logan 283-1586 

Copy Editor: Bev Krouse 

Communications Chair: Martha Potter 

Staff Photographer: Bob Hoenig 

Graphic technician: Mark Potter 

 

When fear strikes, we stand on the side of love.. 

and practice Small Group Ministry through hands-

on workshops, presentations, daily group sessions, 

worship, and networking; explore the impact of 

Small Group Ministry Groups in congregations; 

build facilitator skills, including problem resolu-

tion; create and select effective sessions, including 

the use of art, music, and movement; hone their ca-

pacity to build Small Group Ministry for specific 

audiences and congregational sizes; and take home 

a plan for Small Group Ministry Groups specific to 

their setting. 

The 2013 General Assembly will be in Louis-

ville, Kentucky. Registration is now open; lower 

rates if you register before April 30.  

For more info on any of these events or pro-

grams, send an e-mail to your newsletter editor: 

marlogan@optonline.net.  

Metro District News 

 

Registration is now open for the 2013 District 

Annual Meeting May 3-4, 2013, at the Hyatt Mor-

ristown in Morristown, NJ. Annette Marquis, 

LGBTQ and Multicultural Ministries Program 

Manager for the UUA, will be the keynote speaker. 

On Friday evening, UUA Moderator candidates Jim 

Key and Tamara Payne-Alex will address meeting 

participants. Stimulating workshops and worship 

featuring music by Kim and Reggie Harris are also 

in the works. 

Save the date for UU Leadership Team Institute 

(UULTI) on Hudson, August 14-18 at Stony Point 

Center in Stony Point, NY. 

The UU Small Group Ministry Network will 

hold the UU Small Group Ministry Institute on July 

22-26 at Murray Grove Retreat and Renewal Center 

in Lanoka Harbor, NJ. Participants will learn about 

Our UUA Headquarters in Boston, next 

door to the Massachusetts State House. 
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Free minds, open hearts. 

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of the South Fork 
 

977 Bridgehampton-Sag Harbor Turnpike 

PO Box 1444, Bridgehampton, NY 11932 

 

April 2013 Newsletter 

 

Board Meeting Highlights,  

March 14 
 

• Alison attended a worship festival in New Jer-

sey, and a two-day retreat on sexually healthy reli-

gious congregations. She will be away April 14-17 

for response training for natural disasters, a course 

open to members of the congregation. 

• Imke Littman, Treasurer, reported we are 

where we should be; pledges are current.   

• The Board discussed presenting Safe Congre-

gation Policy to congregation, scheduled for May 5. 

One recommendation:  background checks become 

part of policy for RE. 

• Religious Education, seeking a broader under-

standing of teaching styles, may consider a new 

program called Spirit Play. 

• The Conservative Synagogue of the Hamptons 

will begin sharing our space in May, through the 

summer. Signage is being developed. 

• Regarding employee, contractor, and volun-

teer relationships: job descriptions need to be clari-

fied. Board members will write their own. An ori-

entation is recommended for new contractual em-

ployees. 

• The Nominating Committee felt that our cur-

rent twofold role of Stewardship creates a burden 

on the Chair. They recommended two co-chairs, 

one for pledging and one for events. 
 

Myrna Truitt, Secretary 

Repeat Notice: Student  

Internships Now Available  
  

The Student Activity Fund, a grant program 

funded by the Veatch Program at Shelter Rock, en- 

ables UU high school seniors and undergraduate 

college students on Long Island to perform signifi- 

cant community service while earning money to 

help finance their education.   

The purpose of the Fund is to encourage young 

Unitarian Universalists to live their religious values 

through internships in social action, advocacy, and 

service provision. Through the years, students have 

participated in their home towns and all over the 

world. The program is open to students who will be 

high school seniors and undergraduate college stu- 

dents next fall, and whose families are members of 

Long Island UU Congregations. You can read 

about the experiences of last year's student partici- 

pants at www.liacuu.org  

The application deadline is April 15, for Sum- 

mer, 2013 and the 2013-14 academic year. Applica- 

tions and more information about the program are 

available on the LIAC Website (www.liacuu.org) 

or by contacting Linda Pfeiffer, Coordinator of the 

SAF Program by e-mail (lpfeiffer@optonline.net) 

or phone (631-584-6854).  


